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Of these, the greatestis... 1 Cor 13:13


mailto:churchwardenvl.holytrinity@gmail.com
mailto:sue.holytrinity@gmail.com

As we move through the Gospel of John this Lent, we arrive at the

story of the death and resurrection of Jesus’ friend, Lazarus. This is a E

tender and human story, revealing a window into the emotion that E V 0 L V E

Jesus feels. La.zarus is not an unnamed person who is brought to. bank & trust
Jesus for healing, or someone who encounters him on a road or in
a village; Lazarus is a close friend, someone Jesus loves. John in-
cludes an unusually personal story in his narrative account of Jesus.
Rare for the high view of the Christ that John’s Gospel,John unbinds

MORTGAGE

Just so, Lent is our personal story. Lent asks of us to make a deep

commitment to learning, reflection, and walking the hard path. If Pu rChase. R@fi' Renovate.

we take the Ash Wednesday exhortation to heart, the five weeks . ) . . i
of Lent will be a powerful, personal journey of discovery and con- With rates this |c:w, Eln]f‘thll“lg Is pCISSIbIE.
nection.The stories from John’s Gospel that

will be proclaimed to us over the season of Lent each start with a diffi-
. . . ) . r
cult question or situation. These long narratives give us LEt s Ta“(,

a lot more information than we might need to accomplish the miracu- e
lous moment and capture the interaction between Jesus and the ones to MIKE VIROSTKO

whom he is ministering, and | wonder how much value is added to the Home Loan Consultant g L
story through these extra details. When we strip away some of the dis- NMLS# 1533018 J
tractions, we are able to focus on what we observe, hear, feel about the
dark story of Jesus’ final journey toward Jerusalem. In each of the stories Ca" 978.501.5442
we hear in Lent, the subject is healed, reconciled, or resurrected —un- |
bound by what kept them from being whole. That is a transformative o
journey. Visit getevolved.com/virostko

Get prequalified or apply today via online or mobile app.

Historically, the Church has tried to help us achieve this freedom 76 Otis Street | Westborough, MA 01581
from distraction with the suggested discipline of giving something Al louns ubject to credit approval, Corporate WMLSR 508256

up, or taking something on, both venerable and worthy practices.
But | think that Jesus final command to the friends and family of
Lazarus is an appeal to us this season, as well. Be unbound, freed
to reflect on the things that keep us connected to each other, and
connected to God.

By: Cn. J. Davey Gerhard



1st Feb: Brigid of Ireland, compassion and love

Brigid, you could say, was the female Patrick of Ireland.

Historical facts about this first abbess of Kildare (d.c. 525) may be
scarce, but her ‘Lives’, written from the 7th century, tell many anec-
dotes and miracles which over the centuries have become deeply
rooted in Irish folklore. Brigid came from a village near Kildare, of
parents of humble origin, and is
said to have been baptised by
Patrick and became a nun at an
early age. She is credited with
founding the monastery of Kil-
dare, a powerful influence for
Christianity in Ireland.

The miracles attributed to Brigid
show her to have been a woman
of great compassion and generos-
ity. There are stories of how

she could multiply food, espe-
cially butter, for the poor. Oth-
er stories tell of her changing
her bathwater to beer, in or-
der to satisfy the thirst of un- Legend tells that Brigid converted an
expected visitors. Even her old pagan chieftain on his deathbed
cows gave milk three times the | while explaining the meaning of the
same day, to enable visiting

St. Brigid’s Cross, made from 4 rushes
or pieces of straw is said to ward off
evil from the home.

bishops to have enough to
drink.

Brigid’s cult grew rapidly in Ireland, where it became second only to
that of Patrick. In England, there were at least 19 ancient church ded-
ications in her honour (the most famous is St Bride’s Fleet Street).
There is also St Bride’s Bay, Dyfed, which underlines the strong con-
nection between Irish and Welsh Christianity. St Brigid is patron of
poets, blacksmiths, and healers. She is usually depicted with a cow
lying at her feet, which recalls her phase as a nun-cowgirl.

Introducing Life Transformed: The Way of Love in Lent

This Lent, our parish is entering The Way of Love. We are ex-
ploring this through a program called Life Transformed, de-
signed by the national office of The Episcopal Church. Every-
one is welcome to participate. Even if you have missed a ses-
sion or two, you are still welcome to join in. Wednesday nights
we explore the way of love over a simple share meal. Thursday
morning we explore over our Heavenly Mugs. The whole family
is welcome (Rev. Aileen includes children’s activities, so far our
children have fully entered into the discussions.)

The journey through Lent into Easter is a journey with Jesus.
We are baptized into his life, self-giving, and death; then, we
rise in hope to life transformed. This Lent, our communities

is invited to walk with Jesus in his Way of Love and into the
experience of transformed life. Together, we will reflect anew
on the loving actions of God as recounted in the Easter Vigil
readings. Together, we will walk through the depths of salvation
history into the fullness of redemption.

This set of seven Adult Forums ties the Easter Vigil readings to
the seven practices of the Way of Love. Drawing on the ancient
practice of setting aside Lent as a period of study and prepara-
tion for living as a Christian disciple (known as the catechu-
menate), the forums encourage participants to reflect on salva-
tion history; walk toward the empty tomb; and embrace the
transforming reality of love, life, and liberation. As we stand
with the three women at the empty tomb, we hear his call to go
and live that transformed reality.

After the 40 days of Lent, participants are invited into a 50-day
Eastertide “Test Kitchen.” During this time, people everywhere
will actively “GO” with Jesus from the tomb to bless the world —
and then share and inspire each other with accounts of how
they are living the Way of Love.



pARISH NOTICES

Palm Sunday March 24
St Mark's =\ St Mark's
. Worship 8am &10am |~ \\"1 . Donuts with the Donkey
Wednesday Nights at St. Marks Ui N Petting Zoo

0:30am-12:00pm

Starting at 6:30 for Soup & Bread and the Lenten series [ S

and Worship. ( We will be exploring the Way of Love) Maundy Thursday March 28
7:15 Eucharistic Service Dirmer()pitl‘gd\l/ﬂvgrshipmm
St. Mark’s
Overnight Vigil opm-gam (Friday)
Heavenly Mugs
Community, Faith and Coffee I iOl:y
Thursday mornings at 11:00am. During Lent, we will revisit \ }‘ / eek
the Wednesday Night progr:amlng for thosg who are not i iomsy Good Friday March 29
able to attend. However, this group is designed to be a . RO .
. 650 West St Leominster Christ Church,
year-round group. So please join whether or not you attend - Worship 7pm
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS @ ST. MARK’S in LENT. ey
’ i Christ Churcl
As always, at St. Mark’s everyone is welcome. ;(”Mamﬂs"j}imh}mg
Invite your friends. Easter Vigil March 30
St. Mark’s
Worship 7pm
PANCAKE BREAKFAST scter D March
Please join us for Fun, fellowship and PANCAKES!!! LSt Benilarch
: . ; St. Mark’s
Sunday, March 17 in the Church Hall at 8:45 am (in Worship 8am & 1oam
between the 8am and 10 am services) )
We will also have a mini raffle Episcopal Churches of North Worcester Counly

We are seeking volunteers to set-up, cook, clean-up,
and prepare Raffle items as well as for

food donations

There are sign-up sheets on the bulletin board in
Crocker Hall.

Any questions, please contact Rebecca Ethier



FARIGELE A

When it comes to your to-do
list, put your future first.

To find out how to get your financial
goals on track, contact your Edward
Jones financial advisor today.

James A Normington odwardjones.com
Financial Advisor Msmbar SPC
225 A Groton Rd

Waestford, MA 01826 o
s7e-652-158 Edward Jones

ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
60 WEST ST., LEOMINSTER
SUNDAYS 11:30 AM
STARTING MARCH 3

ST. MARK’S ALL AGES

A class for children
Adults warmly welcomed too
Open to the Community

This is not a child drop-off
event




ERENDA COLE-MILNER

REALTOR®
1 My passion is your new home.
Who were the first couple? FIND THE
o and BIBLE VERSE 50 Central Street
_—— Change each letter Leominster, Massachusetts 01453
Genesis 2:22-25

Mobile: 978-790-3640
Office: 978-537-8301 ext. 565
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... L haven't the heart to tell Noah I think he's got the plans upside down!
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