PASTOR’S CORNER

“At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, ‘l thank you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious
will.” (Luke 10:21)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I’'m a little late in getting this article written so please don’t tell Wanda. I am actually writing this the day
after our youngest members blessed us with this year’s Christmas Pageant. I am always astounded to see all
those little infants, that I thought were baptized just yesterday, now dressed as angels, shepherds, kings and
the Holy Family, singing and performing so beautifully. These little ones fill this church and our hearts
with so much joy.

There were almost thirty children that participated this year and so much stood out to me, but mostly it was
the love they shared with each other. I watched how our teenagers and older children watched out for the
younger ones. They would speak so gently and kindly to those who were a bit apprehensive and brought
calm to their racing hearts. At the pizza party on Saturday after the rehearsal, they all waited in line, helped
the younger ones pour their juice and every one of them said thank you!

I have often preached how Jesus reveals Himself to me so often through the lives of our children. On Sat-
urday, I had to perform a funeral for a thirty two year old. His six year old son sat in the front row as his
grandmother read a letter he wrote to his father for Father’s Day. It was the sweetest and most heartfelt let-
ter I have ever heard. When I came to church after the service, I was greeted with countless hugs and many
greetings of, “I love you”. I was immediately transported from darkness into light.

When I first got ordained I helped a Lutheran pastor with their Vacation Bible School. The final night of
the program the pastor stood before the parents of these children and said, “Make no mistake about it, there
is a battle being waged for the souls of your children.” I have never forgotten that and I believe he is right.
After this weekend I know Jesus is winning the battle with the children of St. Mark’s. I also know that
when He looks upon them and hears the giggles and witnesses the love and care they share with each other,
He rejoices in the Holy Spirit and says, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for
such was your gracious will.”

May your New Year be filled with God’s blessings as He continually reveals Himself to us through the lives
of our children.

In Jesus’ love,

%fmm‘




Ifyou have an e-mail address, we would love to have it! St. Mark’s is going green...or trying to.
Please send it directly to us at stmarks7@verizon.net or drop it into the collection plate or at the
Parish Office. We are hoping to have better communications with everyone. Thank You.

Regarding the use of the Lift to enter the Church: Please Iimit it to TWO PEOPLE ONLY,
WHETHER IN A WHEEL CHAIR OR ON FOOT, IT IS ONLY A LIFT, NOT AN ELEVATOR.

Thank you for understanding.

Thank you to everyone that helped with the preparations decorating our church last week and for
this wonderful celebration of Our Lord’s Birth. Thank you to Fr. Craig for all of the work that went
In to this Season and in his preparation of Advent and Thank you to Mrs. Rebecca Carpenito and
her Chotir for their gift of voice and instruments that enabled our lovely services once again. And to
you parishioners: ~May His wisdom guide you, May His strength uphold you, May His care pro-
tect you, May His love Enfold You. BLESS YOU AT THIS HOLY SEASON!

update on Loved Twice...Bob and I have donated TWENTY-ONE boxes of infant clothing to
needy moms! Just when the piles of baby clothes starts to disappear and I begin to stress over not
having enough to fill a request, invariably we are contacted by someone wanting to know how to do-
nate. Conversely, just when I look at our stacks of completed boxes and stress over having too big
an inventory, we get a call asking for a donation. Bob and I look at each other and shake our heads
In amazement at how the Holy Spirit works in our lives. (I honestly try to make my updates short,
but I feel compelled to share these little miracles.) Thank you for continuing to visit the Red Bucket!
~~ Jeanie Roofe Jroofe98@msn.com or 978-365-5745

Have you ever thought of being a “Greeter” on a Sunday morning? Well,
you now have the opportunity! We have the 3¢ Sunday of each month at
10am and the 5" Sunday at 8am that are available. If you are interested in
committing to either one of these weeks, please contact the parish office
as soon as possible and you will be put into the schedule. Thank you very
much for considering this as a ministry. Wanda

* - 2012 Pledge Envelopes are ready for pick up....they are in the back of the church listed alphabetically.
Please pick up your envelopes any time! Here is a brief explanation of how the envelopes are appropriated:

Initial Offering: goes toward defraying the cost of the envelopes. We order over 100 boxes a year and this
helps keep our cost down.

Pastoral Staff ($1.00): typically the second envelope in the box. Donating to this will put you on the Dioce-
san mailing list for their monthly newsletter.

Rector’s Discretionary Fund (Pink): this goes into an account the Rector uses to assist those in need.

Special Projects (Green): from time to time the Vestry selects a particular need the parish has where money
has not been allocated, or to help defray the cost of high expense items such as fuel oil.



TIDINGS JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012

"Are we right with GOD?"

It seems that some denominations just want to hear and speak about the love of GOD and that
subject is all well and good but alone it is a dangerous thing. Preachers who don't rightly divide
the Word of Truth are in danger of a harsh judgment in regards to how they tend their flock. We
are blest with a Priest who is not afraid to read Scripture that deals with both subjects. St. Paul
when writing to the Corinthians warned them of this in 2nd. Corinthians 5:10 which says, '"For
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that (everyone) receive the things done in
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad" KJV. The Scripture also
says in Revelation that there is a Great White Throne in Heaven. Isaiah the Prophet had a vision
that relates. Isaiah 6:1-8. "I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train
filled the temple. Above him stood the Seraphim, (One of the orders of Angels) each one called to
the other and said: "Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of is glory"
And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called,...and I said: "Woe is
me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips,....for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of
hosts". Here we have one of the most famous Prophets of Israel as he was given a personal look
at the LORD of hosts, and that prophet shook in his boots , so to speak. Some might say, '"But
GOD Love Us" and that He does and we see that Love on the Cross. Yes, it's True that "For God
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son; that whosoever believeth in Him, should
not perish, but have Everlasting Life'" John 3:16. Yet there is still an accounting, a day of reckon-
ing. St. Paul when writing to the Hebrews said this, '""And as it is appointed unto men once to die,
but after this the judgment" Hebrews 9:27. John the Apostle gives us an actual view of what he
saw in vision on the Isle of Patmos where the Romans put him in exile. He saw this: '""And I saw a
Great White Throne, and Him that sat on it, from whom the earth and heavens fled away, and
there was no place found for them to hide. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before
the Throne, and the books were opened; and another book was opened which the Book of Life;
and the dead were judged by those things which were written in the books, according to their
works. And the sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and the graves gave up their dead
that were in them; and they were judged according to their works. And hell and death were cast
into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the Book
of Life was cast into the lake of fire'" Revelation 20:11-15. But...(if) and (only if) we are faithful to
GOD and confess our sins we will have a lawyer to speak on our behalf. In 1st. John the Apostle
says this 1st. John 1:1,2. "If any man sin , we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
Righteous'. This is what it means to be Saved, or Born Again, this is what we are saved from,
which is the second death. Because we accepted Christ as Lord and Savior we will stand robed in
white because the Father will see the Blood of Christ shed on our behalf, his Robe of Righteous-
ness upon which is the Righteousness which comes by Faith in His Blessed Name. 1st. John 1:9
says, If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. KJV Church is not a game, it is a gathering of all who love Jesus Christ and
have been Redeemed. Washed in His precious Blood. See how He Loves you and me?

Ronald C. Spencer
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Fr Jim's Day Off
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5:00 PM Beacon Of
Hope

26

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

9:00 AM Sunday School/Bible
Study

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

27

28
7:00 PM Lenten

29
7:00 AM Church

Series

Open For Prayer
12:00 PM Lenten
Series

5:00 PM Beacon Of

Hope
7:00 PM Eucharist

1
9:00 AM Eucharist

2
Fr Jim's Day Off

3
9:00 AM Thrift Shop

5:00 PM Beacon Of
Hope
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We would like to extend our condolences and sympathy to Ted Harrington and Family with the recent loss of his cousin, Jack
Mahan, early December. May he rest in peace.

Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, to all of the folks that helped to make this year’s Christmas Bazaar a success: the
Chairs and Co-Chairs of each booth, the volunteers who staffed each table, the cooks and servers in the kitchen, the crafters,
bakers, jam-makers, basket donors, photographers, sweater-sorters, carpenters and painters. Thank you also to those who helped
to carry things from and back to the attic and the set-up and breakdown crews. Thank you to all of you who came and sup-
ported the Bazaar by shopping, eating and taking chances on the Chinese Auction and bringing friends & relatives.

Thanks to Terry Downing for keeping the cash flow flowing; thanks to Diane Hubiak for sharing her wisdom and experience
with me as long-time chair. Special thanks to Fr. Jim for his love, support, guidance and wisdom. To those of you who offered
thoughts, suggestions and new ideas, your input will be invaluable to the success of next year’s Bazaat!

Lastly, and most importantly, thank you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit for the gift of your presence at Saint Mark’s Church.

The Healing Prayer team members would like to offer appointments to those who may be interested in seeking out
ministry in a quieter and more intimate setting. We can make ourselves available after the 10am service on
Sunday, and after the 7pm service on Wednesday or any other agreed upon time and place. Please feel free
to contact Ruth Pyne at ruth8847@yahoo.com or call Kathy Young at 978-840-8878 for an appointment or
for more information.

Parents are encouraged to come to the Adult Bible Study in Crocker Hall during Sunday School hours. If you are
a be _ginner in Bible Study, this is the place for you. It is extremely non-threatening and a wonderful time of
fellowship. Besides

that there is free coffee and donuts. Who knows, it might help you to answer all those questions your kids throw out at
you.

Sunday Worship

8:00 A.M. The Holy Eucharist (Rite 1) and Sermon

9:00 A.M. Sunday School (ages 4-18, at St. Mark’s House)
Adult Bible Study (Crocker hall)

10:00 A.M. The Holy Eucharist (Rite 2) and Sermon
Healing Prayer and Projected Service

Choir (nursery available)
Coffee Hour following 10 A.M. Service

Wednesday

7:00 P.M. The Holy Eucharist (Rite 1) and Sermon
Thursday
9:00 A.M. The Holy Eucharist and Sermon

Social Hour to follow

Please inquire about on-going small groups throughout the week



